THE SENZE CHBECHT

Growth Group Opener:
How did you know your spouse or best friend was a person you wanted to
connect with on more than just a surface level?

Week 2: Read Revelation 2:2-7; Matthew 5:14-16

What word would you use to describe the issue being described in the church in Ephesus?

Have you ever been in, or been aware of, a church with this same issue?
What was the fruit that it produced in the way people were discipled?

For those who have been in a long term relationship or friendship, think of
how the relationship changes over a long period of time. At times, it can cool
and become almost robotic, having lost a bit of the intensity that may have
been there at the beginning. Other times, it can grow into a deep, stable, more
mature version of how the relationship started.

How would you categorize your relationship with Jesus at this point in time?
Is it still new? Has it cooled? Is it maturing? How do you know?
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What might help your relationship with him progress to a deeper level?

What does this passage tell us about outwardly doing all the right behaviors, yet not
having the love for God that we once had? What are the consequences?

How does this passage correlate to Matthew 5:14-16?

Is there anywhere in your walk with God where you are more focused on correctness than
depth of relationship and love?
What do you need to do to rediscover your first love?

What do we learn about God in this passage?

Is there anything you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to look at more closely?

Prayer:

Father, thank you for for loving us first, for coming near to us, and for sending your son to
die for us. Help us rediscover our first love for you. Help us to remember all you've done
for us, and why we chose to follow you in the first place. Help us to walk in the love that
you have for us, and that we have for you, in both our words and our actions, so that our
entire lives honor you. In the name of Jesus, amen.
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